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Cha:otar , 5 "'j septi~.cc ct 
made the1

· r way into thiS unbroken -= 
The pioneers who 

wildernas
s 

to build homes wera danied the comforts of l ife 

which t he present generation enjoy. 
To survive , all ha d 

The logs in the pioneer homes wer e put in plac e 
to work . 
"i th such prec i s i on that in some instances the wor k appear e d 

There still rema in in the county 
t o be done by machiner y. 

some of these old "!?uildings wi th the logs lying in the same 

perfect shape in which they were placed more than one hun-

dred years ago . 
Many of these houses have sinc e been 

or gi na l 'fieatherboa rded and ceiled inside and W1· th the i 

chimneys and stone fi r eplaces preserved , they make a mu~t 
.... ' ~ 

comfortable home. ------

-' Between 

l:1ore por t Holes 

selves f r om the 

the logs of t he houses , 

cut so that the p ioneer 

savages with a rifle . 

ther e were one or _ 

could defend them-

The clap- boar ds 

uaed tor the r oof were aoou, r our feet long d an care was 

ol.aya used to put th em on the bui lding 
t e aoon ue the d 1n the li ght of' 

un erstend1ng was , whether or not • 
tbat. 1[ t.hey 'IIore plaoed on the 

true 

building in the dark of' the 

end , wheroas 1f W>Qft, U.ey would oup up at the , plaoed On 
dark or ~he moon 

Tl 
• t.hey would 11. I. am-flll r fl 

\, u11dln in Ihe 

ret I • , . 
• r. 

Qr6aks 1'1 LII. 1 at . r 001' \\0 
'Aftll1 nl"b:la ro 8tul'rad ¥Ii th 

pl"t'i ty or 'ftl1d ;tlln hides'd110h 

was t.lhrbys 

oold &11'. 



-2- the 1'100 r wou~d 
puncheons iO 

be the vegetables Usually one of these 

not be testened down and underneath would 
an i

ncident ~h ich 
Us. ~dk150n told me of 

and \.he syrup- H 
with some other 

e, 
happened when he waS a small bOy. 

the 
cabin of an old 

spring of the year to 
bOYS, ~ent in the The door 

lady who l ived in the mountains to get apples. 

~as open but noone waS to be found . 

After a consultation 

at tbe door about the disappointment, it was decided to 

cove on . 
A-bout that time ODB of the bOYS observed this 

loose puncbeon slowly rising from the floor and presently 

t!!e heed of the old lady appe ared above the floor wi th 
. . 

taogled bair and a none too clean face . Sh e crawled out 

end asked the boys what they would have. When they t old 

her it lias a-pples, she went back down and began to toss 

tte:l ou t. 
The boys - gather ed around this opening to the 

£)'0 nd eDd discoverea.~t in addi tion to tb ____ ~_- is place being 

e cold storage for the apples, directly beneath this pun-

r ers of th eh~D 1Ias also tbe s le eping qua t is poor old un-

rort lr . .e. te lady . 

The out buildings built, afte r the new home was 

ow 8 ed , a spring house cOG,le\~4 1 were a 0 h I and there was 

8 .~,. 01010 by the bsh hopper . mh 1 e ash hopper 
• FirPO •• or was cuil t 

tnl},k1.n~ lyo wi til whioh \'0 me. ke soap • It 

ou 1-or 00 \' 1 

r 

r ng &no. the 
lOll t " OOfh to hI) hear t 

ua"ti ror mnktnp: hominy . 

• D alII') UDfi1 ·0 .. removo \.h 

It. "'tiS bUilt 

- 1" olopo- _.' "''' . \. f1 honolo. nl1ft 1I\\.t.ln~ 1 ~, 0 0 0 together 
t • .. "roa ... 11 .t rl 10K. 

rlo4 by n tu lbr tI 

-,,, ... I • o or a o. Ih.tt . 

ttnou h to 

at 

1. '6 the 

re :r 8-
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~ove~ t rom the fireplace , they were placed in this hOpper . 

In the spri ng of the year, water was poured in at tb e top 

on the ashes . 
In abou t twenty-foU~ hours lye would be-

It waS 

gin to slowly drip f rom tbe end of the spout . 

then only a few days \lntil "soap day" an d enough soap would 

'be made to last u ntil th e next spring . 

The coW and t be borse sbed was at first a rude af-

{ai r . 
It was mad e for the purpose of sheltering the COW 

and hors es f rom falling weather and nQ"t desi gned as a place 

where they might take refu ge from the cold . 

The s pring hous e was a valuable a sset to the home 

or the eerly settlers , Bnd i s still to b e seen 
occas i onally 

in the country . They were a lways constructed over the 

rin ting water ceme f rom . spring where the supply of d . I Us-

--;c wau ~e made to ge t ually a shallow exc~vAtion ld down to 

501~ ear t h and then smooth shallow rocks wou ld be carried 

in and placed as close "together as possible. Of course -

in ~ime the se k roc s would be.come embeddtld 1 in the earth 

f5 "Lng the spring house th e appearance of hav ing 

rocks the water would 

a rock 

fo ... ndatioD , end over these 

\ • aprin8 ln to the h QUBa . 

run from 

Pl ace d here and tb ere 

roeu -ou14 be the milk crooks th b J a utter 

on these 

jar J the chUrn 

for the next oh D shieh orObm wal 

o bbt thlntl. 

ft; 1111. 

balng acoumuluteO 
urnins, 

o be kep\. 0001 und fresh . Hr . Auklson 
bouto or "Aunt. to'tlnny" MoN ill , 

I • so "".r •• l\ • Ililt on "bft 
looated 

~"'USO \: r 00\( , • • .1 r I a p rrou\. 

• • ., 
•• I. II' \4. . . \ 

.. l i nt{ • :er 01-' 1 nR 
uno t. ,,\rut Itt. ut r 1. 
ur' It htll tty 

• and a urroun ed 
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by shade trees. 
\1 1 "tbin this bouse wer,e the rocks placed 

there many years before , the cold water running over them , 

and thO milk croc~s, buncr jar·, churn and other container s 

placed there "to KeeP v00 1 • 
Everything was spotlessly 

olean and it was a pleasant place to step ineo on a swel-

One hundred years from nOW ~ue spring bouse 
tering day . 
will have been fo r gotten but they contributed in no sma ll 

degree to the comfort of the early settlers . 

~he food of the pioneers was plain and plentiful 

1 e woo 5 abounded wi th deer . but lim! ted in varlet.y . mh d 

':'hey 'i',ere so plent iful that one could be killed at any 

'.ere p entiful in Focahontas County until "tice . They \ ' l ' 

the modern repeating rifle and shot 

appearance . There were many other 

gun first made their 

kinds of wild game. 

:'he streams were full of fish . With p l enty f 
accompanied by _ . 0 wild meat --

sweetened corn pone and 5 

;x>tatoes, hanovers a -~ uch vegetabl es as 
• n beans , they had Berries , 

apples end peaches wer d . plenty. 
e rled in tbe sun 

lobe vegetables raised . I as were many of' 

011 to V~ by ~r . D. C . ..1.dk 1so n 


